
Prous Science Award for
Klaus M�ller

Every two years the European Federation for
Medicinal Chemistry (EFMC) presents The Prous
Institute-Overton and Meyer Award for New
Technologies in Drug Discovery. In 2010, this
award goes to Klaus M�ller (ETH Zurich and F.
Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd) and acknowledges his
outstanding achievements in the field of medicinal
chemistry.

M�ller studied chemistry at the ETH Zurich
where he was awarded his PhD in 1970 under the
guidance of A. Eschenmoser. He then worked as a
postdoctoral fellow with G. Closs at the University
of Chicago (1971) before taking up a lectureship at
Harvard University (1972–1974). Following this he
returned to the ETH Zurich and completed his
habilitation in theoretical and physical organic
chemistry (1977) before joining the faculty there.
In 1982, M�ller became head of computer-assisted
molecular modeling at F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG
(Basel) where he remained until his retirement in
2009.[1] While at Roche, M�ller led many research
projects as Head of Pharmaceutical Research New
Technologies (1991–1996), was promoted to asso-
ciate director (in 1992), and was Head of Science
and Technology Relations in Roche Pharmaceut-
ical Research (1998–2009). In 2005, he was the first
scientist to be given the title of Roche Distin-
guished Scientist. Although now retired, M�ller
remains active as a consultant with Roche and a
lecturer at the ETH Zurich. He is on the editorial
or advisory board of ChemMedChem, ChemBio-
Chem, Chemistry—A European Journal, and Ange-
wandte Chemie.

Sofja Kovalevskaja Award for
Roberto Rinaldi

The Sofja Kovalevskaja Award allows a successful
top-ranking junior researcher to spend five years in
Germany to conduct innovative research. Roberto

Rinaldi will start an independent research group
that will focus on cellulose chemistry and hetero-
geneous catalysis as well as catalysis in non-conven-
tional media at the Max-Planck-Institut f�r Koh-
lenforschung, M�lheim an der Ruhr.

Rinaldi studied chemistry at the State Univer-
sity of Campinas (UNICAMP, Brazil), where he
completed his PhD in 2006 under the guidance of
U. Schuchardt. In 2007, he took up a postdoctoral
position at the Brazilian Synchrotron Laboratory
(LNLS) in Campinas, where he worked on the
characterization of high-temperature and low-tem-
perature shift catalysis by X-ray photoelectron
spectroscopy with D. Zanchet. At the end of 2007,
Rinaldi moved to the Max-Planck-Institut f�r
Kohlenforschung to work in the research group of
F. Sch�th, where he has been developing new
strategies to circumvent the recalcitrance of cellu-
lose using ionic liquids.[2] Previous honors include
an award for “outstanding PhD work” sponsored
by Evonik-Degussa (Brazil) and an award from the
Brazilian Catalysis Society for his work on tran-
sition-metal-free alumina-catalyzed epoxidation.

[1] J. A. Burkhard, B. Wagner, H. Fischer, F. Schuler, K.
M�ller, E. M. Carreira, Angew. Chem. 2010, 122,
3603; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 3524; G.
Wuitschik, M. Rogers-Evans, A. Buckl, M. Bernas-
coni, M. M�rki, T. Godel, H. Fischer, B. Wagner, I.
Parrilla, F. Schuler, J. Schneider, A. Alker, W. B.
Schweizer, K. M�ller, E. M. Carreira, Angew. Chem.
2008, 120, 4588; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 4512;
R. E. Martin, B. Plancq, O. Gavelle, B. Wagner, H.
Fischer, S. Bendels, K. M�ller, ChemMedChem 2007,
2, 285.

[2] R. Rinaldi, F. Sch�th , ChemSusChem 2010, 3, 296; R.
Rinaldi, P. Engel, J. B�chs, A. C. Spiess, F. Sch�th,
ChemSusChem 2010, 3, 1191; R. Rinaldi, R. Palkovits,
F. Sch�th, Angew. Chem. 2008, 120, 8167; Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 8047; R. Rinaldi, N. Meine, J.
vom Stein, R. Palkovits, F. Sch�th , ChemSusChem
2010, 3, 266.

DOI: 10.1002/anie.201005115
R. Rinaldi

K. M�ller

Awarded …

News

8560 � 2010 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2010, 49, 8560

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200800450
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200800450
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200800450
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cmdc.200600265
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/cmdc.200600265
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ange.200802879
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200802879
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/anie.200802879

